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BENEVOLENT BOOQOIETY.

i

Owz of the most satisfi evidences of social
improvement in the present day 15 to be found in the
increased nomber of Societies, various in their mode
of operation, but having in view the same end aogd
g?jmt, viz: that of alleviating I_mmu.tiﬂ nﬁgfgr[uns,ﬁﬂ-n&

Eonnu‘l_g BOME Provision agalnst Vicisgltu
human life.

Such a Soeciety, carefully framed and frugally ad-
ministered, will especially recommend i
favour and support of those whom the snccesful pur-
suit of their profession has enabled to afford their
sympathy and their brotherly assistance to less favonred
fellow- re in the same field. Even to those
whose pecuniary means are moderate, it will be &
source of satistagtion to know and feel that by an
mn;;lmuntrli]g;a, msmall:].-. Hgmelg to hﬂifn::;:nnimt
to t may supply the means pensin
most valuable end efflectusl relief, i

Literary men, Artists, and many other classes and
professions, dependent for their livelihood on profits
of uncertain attainment and precarions tenure, have
formed themselves into Bomed es of this pature with

the hnpl':{e-l: resnlts; but Architectore, the eldest sister |
of the

imﬂ:ﬁ,huﬂhhnmre&mmhtain
this good work. She bas had the good fortune to be

to the |




made subservient, in many noble monuments of Piety
‘;Iﬂi 'Ehhugl}',_l:lu the h&n&m]enze of others: i; is time
t she should give proofs, in her corporate character,
of the same beneficient spirit.  No Society, framed on
these priociples and specially devoted to the interests
of the itectural ion, has yet been estab-
lished ; and it is in order to remove this reproach that
th;d:reuut 1 is now made to its members. It
needs only & slight acquaintance with the profession
to satisfy us that such an Tustitution is urgently re-
quired. The frequency of private applications for
individual relief too certainly proves its necessity, and
the sad experience, which brings too often undér our
notice the struggles of genius and talent with unde-
served misfortone, will oot permit us to defer any
imalgt:r the duty of soliciting your friendly co-operation.
t 15 proposed to found ArcHiTECT's BENE-
VOLENT SOCIETY on the most liberal basis, Although
;irefmnu s¢ems to be due to those who have con-
buted to the funds of the Society, it is not proposed
to incorporate into its regulations any such indispen-
sahle condition of assistance. A case of real distress,
combined with a fair moral charaeter, is to be the sole

recommendation.
_ In the mode of administering relief and of enquiring
into the merits of each application, no needless ex-
posure of the name or circumstances of the applicant
will be permitted. A limited number of Members,
forming a Couneil of A ment, chosen the
t body of Subscribers, will be charged with the

uty of conducting such enquiries,

he amount and character of the relief to be ad-
ministered must, of course, depend on the menns placed
at the disposal of the Society. That such means may
be large and liberal, is the earnest hope and sanguine
expectation of the promoters of this design, who
respectfully solicit the assistance of the profession, and
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submit the accompanying Copy of the fundamental |
Rules which bave been propozed for the conduet of
the future Society.

Although it 13 on the Architectoral Profession

throughout England that the establishment and sae- |

cess of such a Society must mainly depend, the ]];:H*
moters of it are not without a well-grounded hope

that it will find friends in other quarters. Architecture, |

of attention and interest among the
Jovers of Art for its own sake, who have prosecuted
the study of it, of its history, of its devolopement, and
ita varied features, with a zeal that bas needed unot
the stimulus of professional emolument. Amongst
these 0o, whom we may claim as intelligent coad-
jutors in our professional labours, the Society m;ly

.m:unnh]]r expect to find associates in our charita

exertions.

o o e s ——

| ancient and modern, has lately atiracted a very re-
| markable degree

1



RULES.

1. Thatthe object of the Society be limited strictly
to benefit those engaged professionally in all branches
conneoted with Architecture, excluding only such as
have in any way been engaged in, or are deriving
emolument from, the execative department,

II. Annual Subscribers of One Guinea, or Donors
of l'en (Guineas in one Donation, to be Members,
whether professional or otherwise, and will be entitled
to vote and take part in the proceedings at all General
Meetings, and in the election of Officers and Couneil,

III. The President, Treasurer, and Honorary Secre-
tary, to be elected annually by the gemeral body of
the Bubscribers at the Annual General Meeting, and
tv be ex-officio Members of the Council.

IV. TheTrustecs to be elected by the Members of
the Society at their first General Meeting, and to be
ex-officio Members of the Counecil.

V. TheCouncil to consist of not more than Fifteen,
nor less than T'welve Members, exclusive of the Presi-
dent, Treasurer, Trustees, and Honorary Secretary,
and to be elected at the Annual General Meeting, one-
third of whom are to go out in rotation, but are
eligible for re-election,

VI. The Council to be empowered to appoint the
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Assistant Secretary and such other officers as they
may find negessary for the efficient working of the
Society, and to fix their Salaries and Remunerations.

VII. The Councilto enquire into the qualifications
and merits of the Applicants for relicf, being guided
therein by the Rules and Bye-luws of the Society,
and to regulate and control generally the affairs of the
Bociety.

VIII. The gualification of a Candidate for relief
shall be the attested fact that he has been duly edu-
cated in an Architect's or Surveyor's Office, or that

‘he has produced any valuable invention or any work

of art, useful to the profession.

IX. Subsecribers to the Seciety to have in all cases
a preferable claim to relief.

X. Two Auditors to be appeinted at the Annual
General Meeting. A detailed statement of the ac-
counis when avdited to be delivered avnually to every
Member.

X1, An Annual General Meeting of the Society

48| shall be Leld on the Second Wednesday in March for

the purpose of receiving a Report from the Couneil;
for the election of Officers ; and for the general pur-
poses of the Bocisty.
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BYELAWS

OF THE

uehitert's Bemeoolent Sariety,

Pricileges of Memlers.

1. The Members of the Soeisty consist of Benevo-
lent Subscribers, Annual and for Life.

2, An Annual Subscriber of one Guwinea s entitled
to be present and vote at all General Meetings, with
the privilege of recommending annually two applicants
for relief, and one more for every additional guinea
annually subscribed.

3. A Donation of Ten Guineas constitutes a Life
Member, who is entitled to the same privileges as an
Annual "Subscriber of One Guinea; a Donor of
Twenty Guineas is entitled to recommend four appli-
cants, @ Donor of Thirty Guineas six applicants, and
80 0N,

4, A Donor of Ten Guineasz, or & Donor of Fire
Guineas, deing alo an Annval Subscriber of One
Guinea or more, is eligidle to become a Member of
the Conncil.

5. The Donor of o sum less than a Life Subserip-
tion, is, during the vear after the payment of such
donation, entitled to the same privileges as an Annual
Subscriber to the same mmount, in recommending

L]
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applicants, bt not fo altend Gemeral Meelings, nor
to be elected on the Couneil.

6. Any Denor of an omount under Ten Guineas,
who has contibued an Annus! Subseriber to the
Bociety, may, of any time, by adding so much fo his
: previovs donation as will, together therewith, anount
3 to Ten Guinens, be considered g Life Mamber,

7. No Sulscriber is entitled to any privileges
whose subscription is in arrear.

Government.
8. The Government of the Seciety is velted in 3
_ Counsif, consisting of a President, not more than

] fifteen, or less than twelve, Members, the Troasurer,
& and Trustees, and a Secretary.

Ctficers.— The President,

9. The President iz cotitled to take the chair at
all meetings of the Society.
F- . 10, Heis entitled to 3 second or casting-vote upon
L all oceasions where the differing votes are equal in
. mumber.

..: 1L He iz empowered to convene mectings of the
- Councilns often as occasion may require; but he shall
: convene Special General Meetings of the Soeisty only
;. with the concurrence of the Council, or on a requisi-
i ton signed by not less than ten Subscribers.

g . 12, Ta the absence of the President any Member
- of the Council may be elected to the chair by the
5 Members present, and shall be competent to perform
 the duties of President, and shall in such case have the
. same privilege of voting.
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The Council,
13. The Council shall consist only of members of
the profession,
14. A Meeting of the Council shall take place

Aalf-yearly, when the reeommendations of the appli-
canta for relief shall be considercd.

15. Other Meetings of the Council may be called
as often a3 the President may consider necessary, five
days' notice being sent to each Member by the Secre-
tary.

16. In the absence of the President the Seeretary
ehall be competent to call 2 meeting, on g reguisition
signed by five Members of the Couneil,

17, Incase of the death or resignation of a Mem-
ber of the Council, or of the Secretary or other officer,
the Council may elect & successor, pro fem., from
among the Annual or Life Subscribers; but such
election shall not render the Member or other officer
soelected, ineligible, when the time expires for which
he has been g0 appointed to act.

18, Five Members at. least must be presen to con-
stitute & Council, except on applications for the
relief of cases of sudden and urgent distress, when three
shall be competent Lo aet,

19, The Council are alone empowered to grant
relief to applicants, and it will be their duty to select
out of the cases recommended such as are the most
urgent and the most worthy,

20. The Cowncil shall be empowered to remoce
any paid officer, subject to the approval of a second
meeting.

13

The Treasurer.

81. Al monies received onaccount of the Society
ghall be forthwith paid into the hands of the Treasarer,

22. He shall be empowered to give receipts for all
monies paid to him on account of the Society, for
which he shall duly acconnt to the Couneil,

23, A& payment: on account of the Society shall
f be made by the Treasurer, by order of the Council,
¥ by cheques signed by the Chairman and countersigned
2% by the Treasurer, which cheques shall be the Treasn-
£ rer’s vouchers to the Auditors in passing his accounts,
. 24, He shall invest in Government Securities in
.5 the name of the Trustees, all such sums of money gs
‘7P the Council may direct,

i..-'l o8  He shall maks up Aix accounis to the #lst of
& December and the 30th of June in each year., and he
Heghall lay before the Council at the firsl meefing in
T Jenuory and July & statement of the accounts and of
.} ghe balance in hand.

4 Banker,
8. 26, A4 Banker to the Society shall be appointed

P by the Treasurer and Trustees,

i The Becretary,
<% 97, His duties ave, to issue natices for all the
A0 moetings when duly asuthorized; such notices to
.541; express all the business to be considered,
28, To attend all Meelings of the Members and
481 of the Council ; to take minutes of their proceedings ;
@ and to record the same in proper books prior to the
) mext Meeting.
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20, To enfer in a book copies of sll letéers dssued
by the Society, and to preserve such as may be
received.

"30. To keep a register of all applications for
relief, and the determination of the Council theresn ;
also an index to all the books of the Society.

8l. To toake charge ¢of all books and papers
belonging to the Socict.

d2. To lay all letiers and recommendations recéived
by him on the affairs of the Society, before the Council
at the first ensuing Meeting.

83, Todeliver & each applicant u printed form, con-
taining the laws which regulate applications for relicf,

34, To present {o sach half-yearly Meeting of the
Council held for distribution, s list of the applicants
for relief, stating how often they have Leen relicved,
and every information obtained respecting them.

35. ¥o assist the Tressurer in keoping his ac-
coants,

36, An Adsristant Secretary shall be appointed by
the Council, who shall give such security as they may
require for the faithful performance of his duties ; and
in the absence of the Sceretary the Assistant-Secretary
ghall be competent to perform the dutes of the Secre-
tary, excepting in &ll mateers rclative to the Common
Seal.

Collector.

7. The Collactor, previously to entering upon
the duties of his office, is to execute a bond (st his
OWn cost) with at least fwo responsible sureites, jointly

mﬂ'_mﬂnﬂ]‘, or ofher approved securily, in such sum
- | = the Council may reguire, for the payment of monies

1. collected by him, and the due performance of his
' duties.

88. To wir all diligence to obtain Subscriptions ;
to regularly collect the Subscriptious as they become
due; to deliver printed receipts, regularly numbered
and signed by hkimeelf and the Secrefary, for all
monies received by him on behalf of the Society, and

o keep & counterpart thereof containing all necessary

Information, and to deliver all reports and other papers
a8 Ay be directed.
88, To pay fo the Treasurer all monics received
By him, taking acknowledgements for the same once
_ dna month, or oftener if the cash in his hands amounts
? £20.

. 40. To keep a correct list of all the Subseribers,
1{“ their payments, residences, d&o.

4L, To allend the Sccrefory and the Treasurer,

ﬁﬁnmqm.rad with the receipt books, in order that
1 dhessmo may be posted to the eredit of each Donor
- Bubseriber in a cash ledgnr._ sontaining a debtor and
A 1!""'“' account of all monies received,

- 42, To oitend and lay before the Counedl, when
‘| fsemoned, his receipt books, with the names of all
H'l’ Subscribers, also of such as are deceased or have

to continne their Subscriptions, and an lpha-
Mﬂ] list of all the Subseriptions in arrear.

s Auditors.

.ﬂn”“' The Audidors shall evamine all accounts of
pts and disbursements, and the stats of the pro-
by and finances of the Bociety,and report thereon

i B . —
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to the firsl Meeding of the Counctl in Janusry in
each year, in order that a sfafemeni thereof may be
printed and delivered to each Swhseriber,

(reneral Meetings.

+4. A Generol Meeting of the Subscribers shall
be held on the second Wadnesday in Uarch in each
year.

45, Sewven Subscribers at least are necessary o
eonstifule o General Meeling, and if that number be
not present within one hour aftér the time appointed,
the Subseribers assembled, or a majority of them, may
adjourn the Meeting to some other time or place to be
by them appointed; an adjowrnment may also take
place after the business hos commeneed, if the majority
shall so determine,

46. At every ..dm-mJ' General Meeting the Offi-
~ers of the BSociety, viz., the President, Counsil,
Treasurer, Seeretary, and Audifors, shall be elected
to serve for one year, or until the next General Meet-
ing; and those who have served during the preceding
year may be re-elected, exeepling the five senior
Members ﬂf Council, or those who have served fnr
three years, who shall go out of office, end not be re-
eligible until the next Annual General Meeting.

7. Seven dayr’ notice shall be sent to cach Sub-
seriber prior to holding & General Meeting.

48. Bye Laws may be mads and established, altered,
variod, or revoked by a General Meeting ; provided
that notice thereof, distinctly specifying the purposes
intended, be inserted in the summons convening the
Meeting, and be recommended by the Coancil, or by
a requisition signed by ten or more Subscribers, and
transmitted to the Secretary one month previously;

L

sadnosuch ensctment, amendment or repeal, shall be

walid, until confirmed by another General Meeting,
specially convened for that purpose.

49, No buringss tronsscied of General Mestings
ghall require confinmation at a subsequent Meeting,
mu"ﬂgﬂdﬂﬂfﬂ Laws as aforesaid,

50, Af all General Meetings the Books and
Aoccounts of the Society shall be produced for the
Inspection of the Subseribers.

Spﬂid General Meetin 8.
" Bl, Bpecial Gemeral Mectings may be held By
arder of the Council, or upon Requisition, addressed
to the Preaident, signed by ten or more Subscribers,

the object and business to be proposed, which
shall also be inserted in the summons ; and no other

- Businass shall be transacted at that Meeting,

Regulations of Meetings.

ﬂ_ At all Meetings of Subseribers, in the absence
th"rmdenhlhadhmruhaﬂ be taken by one of
e Members of Council, who shall have the same

mﬁhwﬁngulh&Prmﬂanb
55, At every Genoral Meeting, or Mesting of
ﬁml:rmomtfmﬂl other business, the
sodautee of the last Meeting shall be read; apd if
sorrect, the Chairman shall authmtiﬂu.tethem by his

mignature.
" B4 AR motions af Gemeral Mestings shall be
@lvered to the Chairman in writing, signed by the

. gasgur and seconder, aud read by him before any debate
.shall take place thereon,




5. AU questions on General Business shall be
decided by a majority of otes; but all elections and
appointments shall be decided by a ballot, if demanded,

Funds,

66, The Funds of the Sociely are divided into
two portions, the one part being vested in Government
Securities, the other part being immediately applicable
to the payment of the necessary disbursements, and
the relief of applicants,

57, AN the Funded Property of the Society shall
be invested in the name of the Trustees af the Archi-
fects' Benevolent Society, and mno eale or transfer
thereof shall be made without the orderof the Couneil,
under the Common Seal, and signed by the Chairman
and Secretary.

S8. ANl Donations and Legacizs shall be funded
until a Fund of £3000 be realized, when the consi-
deration of further Investmenis shall be brought
before the General Mecting of Subseribers, and only
the interest upon the funded property, with the An-
oual Subscriptions, shall be applied to the purposes
aforesaid,

58, Al Anmual Sulseriptions and Dividends of
Stock shall be applied to the payment of the necessary
expenses, and the rolief of Applicants ; Teserving a
sum not exceeding £ at euch half.yearly distribu-
tiom for the relief of cuses of urgent sudden distress.

G0. The distribuiion of the Funds for the relisf

af Applicants shall take place in the months of Janu-
ary and July in each year,

The Common Seal.
Gl.  There shall be @ Common Seal of the Society

“EE 14

. which shall be kept in the custody of the Presi-
dent.
62. The Common Seal shall be affixed to all such
Deeds, Instruments, and Documents relative to the
and concerns of the Society as 2he Council
"shall direct. Every such document shall be signed hy
the Chairman of the Mecting and the Secretary, and
Mhdﬂrmwedmthemumﬁthepmmﬂmgs.

Applicants for Relief,
6%. The Candidate for relisf must be of good
moral eharacter, and known to be honourable in his
. practice ; ho must have been duly educated in an
Architect’s or Burveyor's Office, or he must give such
evidence &s may be satisfactory to the Council of his
Reving produced any valnable invention or work of
art useful to the profession.
Bh. Applications for relicf must be transmitted
_inﬂu Seerctary or his Assiatant on or dafore the fira
of June or the first of Dacember, certificd by two
Bubgeribers, one of whom shall state his knowledge
| *of the truth of the statemont made.
85, Relief shall be afforded omce omly within
tweloe months to the same A pplicant, walees in 2 very

]

!

i urgent case of sudden distress, ocewrring afier relief

has been granted.

66. KErery Widow must transmit the certificato of
her marriage and the burial of her husband. Orphans
must produce certificates of the marriage of their

| parenmts, and of their own baptisms, or other satis.

. fsctory evidence of their identity.
67+ All pums voled to Applicants must, before pay-
ment, be submitted to a second Meeting of the Coun-
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cil ; except in urgent cases of sudden distress, when
the determination of the Couneil ghall be final.

68, When reliaf ia to be granted to Applicants at
the half-yearly distribution of the Funds, notice of
the same shall be inserfed in the summons for fhe
Meeting of the Counsil,

§9. No Applicant who has embarked in specula-
tions In Trade, or Billa of Exchange, or Transaetions
tncomsistent with kis profesvion, ahall be admitted as
an IWEEIJIL

Urgent Cases.

70. Urgent Cases entitled to immediate assistance
are limited to such as arise from the death of a near
relative, sudden illness, distraint of household goods,
imprisonment, fire, or other sudden and unavoidable
calamities.

71, Applications for the relief of Urgeni Cases
may be made at any time, but they must be certified
by four Subscribers, one of them testifying by letter
his knowledge of the truth and merits of the case,

72, A Special Meeting of the Council shall be
held as soon as possible after the application for relief
of an urgent case, the name, profession, and residence
of the applicant being stated in the notice ; af which
Mesting Three Members shall be competent to act,
and their determination ghall be final.

73, The Names of the Persoma relicved by this
Sociely shall not be made public.

Anniversary.
74. An Anniversary Dinner shall be held for the

purpose of promoting the interests of the Society, to

which the Patrons of the Fine Arts may be invited.

4
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REPORT

T0 THE

GENERAL MEETING, MARCH 12rs, 1851,

I'r has now become the duty of the Council of the
ApourrEer's BrvEvoLeENT Sccrery to submit to
the general body of Members their First Annual

; buthowever interesting the occasion may be,
magm&hk the task, the shortness of the
course they have hitherto run renders it necessarily
a Jight one.

) mthe?ﬂhnfﬂnvemhu last, when the Society
4 eommenced its legal existence, the attention of the

. Comneil hes been chiefly occupied in the preparation
‘# of Bye-laws for the re 1on of the future proceed-

- of the Society, It is obvious that much of the

g ing and well-doing of the Society depends on

-fhe fitness und propriety of its Bye-laws, and the
; have, theretore, not failed to give ti:.am their
Wt consideration, have not %mmted freely
] themselves of the e ¢e of other us
& Basieties, but of none so freely as thatof the Antisrs’
BexzevoLenT SBoctrry, whose objects are

i| - g similar, and whose merits are s0 undeniable. In
“Marlog these Bye-laws before the General Meeting the
pamci] trust that they will be received with indal-
s, and that their efficiency may be tested by the
& s expericnee, after which perintif.he
] gl apply themselves to the correction
@ ‘whatever may bave appeared defective,
i Ttis one of the fundamental rules of the Soeie
: a statement of aecounts and & balance-sheet
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be annually laid before the Subseribers, showing the
state of its funds up to the last day of each wvear.
The Treasurer, therefore, now submits such a state-
ment, and the Council congratulate the Society on
Leing already in such a position, that, after having
invested the sum of £300, a fair balance still remains

for carrying out the charitable objects of the Society. .
By some it has been arguved that Societies of this '
nature have a tendency to promote improvidence and |

to discou habits of thrift. It may possibly be
true that the more humble portion of the labouring
classes may, sometimes, be induced, by the promise of
national au:ifurt, to neglect those habits of carefulness
which vsvally distinguish the better portion of our
countrymen ; but to suppose that the educated artist

and gentlemman, for whom this Swe? ie exclusively
established, would be Jed in the slightest degree to
relax his efforts to attain an in ent pusition by a ¢

reliance on the prospect of cleemosynary aid held out
by our Society, would be en imputation upon the
professors of a liberal art which certainly they do
not descrve, Tt is, on the contrary, essential to the
interests and respectability of our profession that this
Society should exist apoo & broad and permanent
basis, and the Council beg earnestly to remind the
Members chat a very trifling annual payment from all
who are really interested in the bonour and welfare of
our profession, would be sufficient to place the Society
on such a basis, and would, without appreciable incon-
venience to any individnal, enable the Society o carry
out effectively its charitable oljects.

In conclusion, the Council Leg most earnestly to
plead the cavse of this infant Institution ; they ere
most grateful for the and liberal support that
has already been nce to it, but they trust that it
may be regarded as only an earnest of a future, far
more extensive, co-operation.
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- Hist of Iubscribers to the Socety

Up te January 16, 1851,
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& & £ 5 4 Benjamin, Trinity-court,

Browne, E, 1T, Beanfort-buildings 1 10 I POEE . . . ,'r. . - 1010 0O
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